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LCS VIOLENCE PREVENTION

• Drawings

• Writings

• Social Media

• Verbal threats

• Parent reports

• Student reports

• Teacher or other staff reports

*All LCS staff should report information about a threat to school 

administration/designee immediately!

Every school has a Threat and Suicide Risk Assessment Team that must investigate 

ANY & EVERY time a person communicates a threat to harm themselves or to harm 

someone else.  This communication could be through the following:



Three additional ways to report a threat 
or concern:



LCS SUICIDE PREVENTION

Suicide is the second leading cause of death among youth 

age 15-24. Approximately one out of every 15 high 

school students reports attempting suicide each year. One 

out of every 53 high school students reports having made a 

suicide attempt that was serious enough to be treated by a 

doctor or a nurse.
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WHAT IS SUICIDE ASSESSMENT?

Suicide assessment is a problem-

solving approach to suicide prevention 

that involves assessment and 

intervention with student who have 

threatened suicide or harm to 

themselves.  
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Principal or Assistant Principal Usually leads team.

Mental Health Staff

(Masters in School Counseling, 
Social Work, School Psychology or 

other mental health field)

Team member to conduct mental health 
assessments.

Team member to take lead role in 
follow-up interventions.

Licensed Mental Health 
Professional

Required if requesting Baker Act 
Evaluation 

Law Enforcement
Required if imminent risk or needs 
transport due to Baker Act

Multidisciplinary Team
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STEP 1: 
STUDENT 

INTERVIEW

• HB 142 Requires that 

LCS and MRT adopt the 

same Suicide 

Assessment tool (MRT 

was already using the 

Columbia).  See 

updates to po5350
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Responding to Low or 
No Risk Assessments 

• Once all the information has been gathered, 
the designated team member should contact 
the parent to discuss reasons for the 
assessment, all the information that was 
gathered and discuss a response plan to 
include initiating any services for the 
student.

• When an assessment results in a change in 
related services or monitoring, a student’s 
parent(s) must be notified as soon as 
possible. 
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Responding to MODERATE OR 
HIGH RISK ASSESSMENTS 

• Once all the information has been gathered, 
the team will likely contact a mental health 
professional or Law Enforcement Officer to 
complete a Baker Act Evaluation.
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CONTACT MENTAL HEALTH 
PROFESSIONAL

Senate Bill 590 (https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/590/BillText/er/PDF)

Requires schools to make a reasonable attempt to contact, in person or via telehealth, a mental health 

professional capable of initiating an involuntary examination prior to initiating an involuntary examination 

(Baker Act) (unless the child poses an imminent danger to themselves or others). The mental health professional 

may be available to a school district either by contracts or interagency agreements with a local community 

behavioral health provider, a managing entity, or a local mobile response team. Alternatively, the mental 

health professional may be a direct or contracted employee of the school district.

Apalachee Center Mobile Response Team

Available to anyone 24/7

(800)324-0774

(Also applies to Threat Assessments)

NEW 

2021
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flsenate.gov%2FSession%2FBill%2F2021%2F590%2FBillText%2Fer%2FPDF&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ced363a4f65d24d480c2308d967fcdb18%7C69292adba72a4537aa24d67a6f5642bc%7C0%7C0%7C637655157972522140%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GPe9IIIe61%2FpJNkDki83Lm%2BanXCO3y3BI1irO8aRgxg%3D&reserved=0


If the assessment results in a BAKER ACT:

• The administrator or designee should contact 
the parent/guardian and summarize the 
reasons for the interview and the results. 
The guardian must be notified prior to the 
student being removed from school, unless 
such notification might jeopardize the health 
and safety of the student (notification can be 
delayed up to 24 hours.)
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Student Identification Cards

As of 12/13/22, any student ID grades 6-12 

published by LCS should include per F.S.S. 

1008.386(3):

• National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 988

• See Something, Hear Something, Say Something: 850-

922-KIDS

• Florida Fortify: www.getfortifyfl.com

• Apalachee Mobile Response Team 24/7: (800) 342-

0774
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.getfortifyfl.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce855022c2fa3427ae17108dadd3c9d7f%7C69292adba72a4537aa24d67a6f5642bc%7C0%7C0%7C638065549657191430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iHyDQ9hG7BrY%2BQM%2Fmuv7o%2BmTrBlAtmARijqqPtTJFwM%3D&reserved=0


Suicide Prevention Professional 
Development

• LCS must have 80% of all staff trained in Youth Mental 

Health First Aid (YMHFA), the youth suicide awareness and 

prevention training adopted by FLDOE. 

• All LCS staff are required to complete 2 hours of online self-

paced Suicide Awareness and Prevention training every 3 

years.
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What is Threat Assessment?

Threat assessment is a problem-

solving approach to violence 

prevention that involves assessment 

and intervention with students who 

have threatened violence in some way.  
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What is the purpose of school threat 
assessment?

1. Prevent violence

2. Help troubled students

3. Avoid over-reactions to student 

misbehavior
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A threat is an effort to solve a 
frustrating problem.

• Threat assessment is concerned with helping a 

frustrated person solve a difficult problem.

• Solving the problem not only helps the person, it 

reduces the risk of violence.

• Threat assessment teams are problem solvers!
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Multidisciplinary Team

Principal or Assistant Principal Usually leads team.

School Resource Deputy or 
other LE Officer

Advises team, responds to illegal 
actions and emergencies.

Mental Health Staff

(Masters in School Counseling, 
Social Work, School Psychology 

or other mental health field)

Team member to conduct mental 
health assessments.

Team member to take lead role in 
follow-up interventions.

Optional team members

Teachers, paraprofessionals, 
other staff

Report threats, provide input to 
team. 

Per s. 1006.07(7)(a), F.S. 



When a threat is reported, the threat assessment team should begin an 
initial evaluation of the situation pursuant to district policies (po 8475). It is 
considered a best practice to begin this evaluation the same day the 
report is received.

If there is an indication that violence is imminent, a crisis response is 
required by calling 911 and following local crisis or emergency response 
plans.

If there is not an imminent threat present, or once the imminent threat is 
contained, the threat assessment team leader should ensure the threat is 
evaluated using the CSTAG model and in accordance with district policies. 

Initial Threat Evaluation:
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STEP 1. 
EVALUATE THE THREAT.

• Obtain student’s explanation of the threat’s 
meaning and his/her intentions.

• Obtain witness perceptions of the threat’s 
meaning if needed.

• Obtaining parent/guardian interview if 
needed.
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CONTINUUM OF THREATS

• Warning of impending violence

• Attempts to intimidate or frighten

• Thrill of causing a disruption

• Attention-seeking, boasting

• Fleeting expressions of anger

• Jokes

• Figures of speech
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Responding 

• Once all the information has been gathered, the 
designated team member should contact the 
parent to discuss the reason for the interview, all 
the information that was gathered and discuss a 
response plan to include initiating any services 
for any students involved.

• When an assessment results in a change in 
related services or monitoring, a student’s 
parent(s) must be notified as soon as possible.
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RULE: 6A-1.0018, F.A.C.
School Safety Requirements and Monitoring

• All reported threats, even those determined not to be a threat, must be 

documented by the Threat Assessment team.  Documentation must 

including the evaluation process and any resultant action.

• Because the purpose of the threat assessment is to identify and intervene 

in the response to threat to school safety, completing a threat 

assessment does not require parent consent; however, a parent must 

be notified if the threat assessment process reveals information about the 

student’s mental, emotional, or physical health or well-being, or results in 

a change in related services or monitoring.  (LCS notifies the parents of 

all student involved in any threat)



RULE: 6A-1.0018, F.A.C.
School Safety Requirements and Monitoring

• Non-Threats: In order to protect students from stigma and unintended 

consequences, reported threats which are determined by the threat 

assessment team not be a threat at all, meaning the threat does not rise 

to the level of transient or substantive, may be maintained by the threat 

assessment team, but must not be maintained in the student’s file, unless 

one of the following conditions are met:

• The parent of the student who was the subject of the non-threat finding requests that 

the record be retained in the student’s file;

• The threat assessment team has made a determination that the non-threat finding 

must be retained in order to ensure safety of the school community or to ensure the 

well-being of the student.  (Such determination and reasoning for maintaining the 

record must be documented with the non-threat finding).  



Follow-up and Support:
Plan to Support Student

A Plan to Support Student should be 

initiated and completed with the 

school team, to include the parent 

and student, immediately or as soon 

as the student returns to school. 

• This plan could be used to support 

the needs of any student, even 

without a suicide or threat 

assessment.



Prevention through Required Instruction

Grades K-12

• Child Trafficking Prevention Education : Rule 6A-1.094123

• Substance Use and Abuse Health Education: Rule 6A-1.094122

Grades 6-12

• Resiliency Education: Civic and Character Education and Life Skills 

Education: (Rule 6A-1.094124, F.A.C.) was originally approved by 

the State Board of Education on July 17, 2019. This rule established a 

minimum of five hours of required instruction related to mental and 

emotional health education for students in grades 6-12 and institutes 

procedures for school districts to document planning and delivery of 

instruction.



LCS Mental Health Webpage

www.leonschools.net/mentalhealth

http://www.leonschools.net/mentalhealth


CONTACT INFORMATION

Support & Mental Health Services: 

Ashley Anderson, LCSW  andersona5@leonschools.net
850.487.7318

Tonja Fitzgerald, Director fitzgeraldt@leonschools.net
850.487.7309

If you need assistance, anyone can call 24/7:

Apalachee Center Mobile Response Team

(800)324-0774
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850.922.KIDS
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